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History and Developments of Was: 


"A Brief Outline Of ` 
The Principal Events: 
"Of The County From 
tt s First Settlement ` 


ace Note: The following ln 
er account of the early his- 


ae tory of Wasatch county was tak-| 
'-- en from the old files of the Wave,¡ were busy exploring the interior of 
he! dating back to December 1906. 


‚From the best information ob- 
tainable, we are lead to the con- 
clusion that Wasatch County is the 
very first portion of the State of 
Utah ever visited by white men. 
er should be a small portion 
of the ‘southeast corner of the 
state on the east side of the Color- 
ado river. 


diia were 
struggling for. Independence along 
| the Atlantic coast, the Spaniards 


| While our 


the country south and west of the 


* [rocky mountains. At that timo this 


vast ergion, comprising Utah, Nev- 
ada, part of Idaho, Wyoming and 
Colorado was a wild and desolate 
country unexplored by white men 
and uninhabited, except for a few 
savage tribes of Indians who roam, 
ed from place to place living prin- 
cipally on roots and seeds. The 
country was claimed by Spain as a 


part of its possessions the con- 
acest of Mexico, by Heruando Cor- 


eee een were sent 
out from Santa Fe from 1770 to 
1780 to explore the northwest, but 
none of them, until the year 1776, 
seemed able to get beyond the Col- 
orado river on account of the deep 
impassable canyon through which 
‘Lit flowed, all returning but little 
wiser than when they started. 

The main object seemed to be to 
find a nearer and more practicable 
route to the Pacific coast, along 
which there were several Spanish 
settlements. >; _ oe 

“On the 20th of July, 1776, two 
Fransican friars, Francisco Antan- 
asio Domingues and Silvestre Velez 
de Escalante, in company with sev- 
en others, set out from Santa Fo 
for the purpose of discovering a 
direct route to Montery, California. 
Their course, at first, was north- 
west, but soon they turned north 
into what is now the State of Col- 
orado, doubtless to avoid the deep 
canyon of the Colorado which had 
been so many times reported im- 
possible to cross. On the 28th of 
August, their course turned north- 
east on account of the impassable 
barriers to the west and north. 
September third they were again 
able to pursue their northwesterly 
course and two days later crossed 
and camped on the northwest bank 
of what is now known as Grande 
river in Colorado. On the ninth 
river iu Colorado. On the ninth 
they crossed White river near tho 
Utah line, and on the 18th reach- 
ed Green river, which they called 
Rio de San Buenuventura, the 
boundary line between the Utes 
and Comanches. The piace where 
thoy first came to Green river they 
named Santa Cruz. Here were six 
large black poplars. on which they 
left an inscription. They followed 
down Green river in a southwest- 
erly course for about ten leagues 
and from the top of a hill could 
see the junction of the White and 
Green rivers. They could also seo 
a river flowing into Green /river 
from the west which Is undoubted- 
ly the Uintah or Duchesnes as it 
is usually called. They crossed the 
river at this point and traveled up 
the stream flowing from the west 
for some diktance and camped 
on the night of September 17th at a 
branch of the river which they] a 
éalled San Cosme (very probably 
the north branch, now. known. as 
the Uintah). . 


the range and what they BAW con- 
vinced them that the rumors were 
not mere exagerations, but that a 
desirable agricultural valley did ex- 
fat here and when they returned 
to Provo, they reported, sn they 
had seen. . 

Many were in to make fur- 
ther explorations and the next 
spring, Wm. Wall, George W. Bean, 
Aaron Daniels, and other stockmen 


ization of the company for one 
thousand shares of titty dollars 


each and the opening of the com- 


pany books for subscription on or 
before tho first day ‘of March, 
1865. The object of the company is 
declared to be “the construction of 
a road through Provo canyon not 
less than twenty feet wide, from 
Utah valley, Utah county, to Provo 
valley, Wasatch county, and when 


of the lower valley drove a herd of| said road ts constructed nad ac- 


stock through the canyon and built 
some ranches at the lower end of 
this valley and put up considerable 
hay with a view to keeping their 
stock through the winter. During 
the spring and summer. a number 
of other parties came into the val- 
ley, explored it, and concluded it 
was a good place to locate, in otb- 
er words, they looked upon the 
beautiful handiwork of nature “and 
saw that it was good”. 5 

In July of this year, a party of 
Provoites, with county surveyor J 
C. Snow, came up and laid out 
about a section of ground north of 
the present site of Heber City into 
twenty-acre tracts, each man of 
the party selecting his twenty acre 
farm. They began at once consid- 
ering the feasibility of building a 
road through Provo ‘Canyon. The 
matter was laid before Brigham 
Young, the chief mover in nearly 
all the undertakings in the terri- 
tory at that time, and his advice 
was asked. He was told of the 
prospects | awaiting the ‘settlers tn 


Lundchiann shaw 


prospects ‘awaiting the sottlers in 
Provo valley, the hardships’ they 
would have to endurd on acount 
of the cold. climate and high alti- 
tude, and in short, as well as they 
were able, the advantages and dis- 
advantages of a. settlement here. 
President Young, with. a view to 
settling up this valley and giving 
access to and from it and prob- 
ably also with a view to establish- 
a route through to the east, which 
would bo of easier grade and, for 
the southern ` counties at least, 
nearer than by way of either emi- 
gration or Parley's canyon,’ seem: 
ed to favor the project. `- A 
Whatever’: motive may’ have 
prompted the move, he advised the 
making ` of æ road at once and a 
company’ was immediately, organiz- 
ed and the work of constructing & 
road through. Privo -canyanYoom- 
menced,’ and before winter set tn, 
fairly passable road was built 
connecting Provo and this valley. 


io 


cepted by the selectment of Wa 
satch and Utah counties, said com- 
pany are hereby authorized to col- 
lect toll therenn as di in Seo 
tion $ of this act. i 

“In case the said road or the 
bridges thereon are suffered to get 
out of repair, a majority of the so- 
lectmen of the counties of Utah and 
Wasatch may order the gate to be 
thrown open and the collection of! 
toll stopped until the necessary re- 
pairs are made”. 

The toll authorized is as follows: 
For every carriage or vehicle drawn 
by two animals, $1.00; for every 
additional pair of animals, 50 
cents; for each horse or mule led, 
rode, or packed, 50 cents; for sheep 
goats, and hogs, each 5 cents; for 
every loose animal of the horse or 
cattle kind, 15 cents. 

The charter expires after the 
term of twenty years and the road 
shall then “become the property of 
the commonwealth in good condi- 
tion as shall be accepted by the 
selectmen of Utah and Wasatach 

ountles. 


